
LINCOLN CITY/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT
___________________________________________________

for SEPTEMBER 17, 2003  PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

P.A.S.:  Street & Alley Vacation #03009

PROPOSAL: Vacate Potter Street between 26th Street and 27th Street.

LOCATION: 26th Street & Potter Street

LAND AREA: 17,572.5 square feet, more or less.

CONCLUSION: Conforms to the Comprehensive Plan

RECOMMENDATION:  Conforms to the Comprehensive Plan

GENERAL INFORMATION:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:

Potter Street between the east line of N 26th Street and the west line of N. 27th Street.

SURROUNDING LAND USE AND ZONING:  

North: P, Public Park
South: B-3, Commercial District Recreation Center and Police Station
East: R-4, Residential Single family/two-family residential
West: R-4, Residential Single family/two-family residential

HISTORY:

June 2, 2003 Comp Plan Conformance No. 03002 to amend the N. 27th St.
Corridor and Environs Redevelopment Plan was approved by City
Council.

June 19, 2000 The City Council declared the area within the Redevelopment Plan
blighted and substandard.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN SPECIFICATIONS: 

The Land Use Plan in the 2025 Comprehensive Plan indicates this area as commercial
and urban residential. 
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Subarea Planning – The Comprehensive Plan provides broad guidance for achieving the community’s
stated
Vision. Putting details to the Plan takes additional effort. One means of doing this is through the preparation
of subarea plans. Subarea plans offer greater details about the intended future of an area of the community
— including land uses, infrastructure requirements, and development policies and standards. Many
of these subarea plans are prepared by the City-County Planning Department, while some are prepared by
other agencies and departments. Subarea plans from the previous (1994) Comprehensive Plan carried over
as part of this Comprehensive Plan include:
• North 27th Street Corridor Plan, RDG Crose Gardner Shukert, April 1997. (F-156)

Directness - Pedestrians should be able to walk in a direct path to destinations like transit stops, schools,
parks, and commercial and mixed-use activity centers. Directness is the ratio of actual distance along a
sidewalk or pathway divided by the minimum distance the trip would take on a grid system. (F-90)

It is recognized that parks and open space enhance the quality of life of the community’s residents and are
central to the community’s economic development strategy.(F-133)

The following is from the North 27th Street Corridor and Environs Redevelopment Plan 

Vacate that section of Potter Street between 26th and 27th Street. The vacated section may become a private
use, in conjunction with the Salvation Army located at the southwest corner of 27th and Potter, public or private
parking, or an addition to Pentzer Park. (P. 26)

Guiding development principles for the north 27th Street corridor includes creating short cul-de-sacs by closing
the 27th Street access to several local cross streets. (p. 21)

UTILITIES: The City of Lincoln Wastewater Division, Lincoln Electric System and Alltel all
have existing facilities in the area of proposed vacation.

TRAFFIC ANALYSIS: Potter St. is a local street.

ANALYSIS:

1. The petition to vacate states the intended purpose of the vacated street is to construct
a parking lot and drop-off location to be accessed from 26th Street only for the use of
the Salvation Army and Park.

2. The City would retain ownership of the vacated property. The Salvation Army has
agreed to relinquish their interest in the property being vacated.

3. The street vacation is in conformance with the North 27th Street Corridor and Environs
Redevelopment Plan.

4. Public Works & Utilities Department does not object to the street vacation.

5. The City of Lincoln Wastewater Division, Lincoln Electric System and Alltel all have
existing facilities in the area of proposed vacation. A permanent easement for the
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entire vacated corridor will need to be established for maintenance reasons and future
construction.

6. The conversion of the right-of-way to a parking lot will require the removal and
reconstruction of the Potter Street intersection with North 27th Street and the
reconstruction of the North 26th and Potter St intersection as a driveway.

BEFORE THE VACATION REQUEST IS SCHEDULED ON THE CITY COUNCIL
AGENDA THE FOLLOWING MUST BE COMPLETED:

1.1 The provisions of Chapter 14.20 of the Lincoln Municipal Code are met.

Prepared by:

______________________
Tom Cajka
Planner

DATE: September 3, 2003

APPLICANT: Salvation Army
2625 Potter St.
Lincoln, NE 68503
(402) 435-3035

OWNER: same as applicant

CONTACT: Richard Amick, Assistant Treasurer
Salvation Army
2625 Potter St.
Lincoln, NE 68503
(402) 435-3035

F:\FILES\Planning\PC\SAV\03000\SAV03009Potter.tjc.wpd



Street & Alley Vacation #03009
Potter Street, 26th to 27th
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Zoning:

Zoning Jurisdiction Lines

City Limit Jurisdiction

R-1 to R-8
AG
AGR
R-C
O-1
O-2
O-3
R-T
B-1
B-2
B-3
B-4
B-5
H-1
H-2
H-3
H-4
I-1
I-2
I-3
P

Residential District
Agricultural District
Agricultural Residential District
Residential Convervation District
Office District
Suburban Office District
Office Park District
Residential Transition District
Local Business District
Planned Neighborhood Business District
Commercial District
Lincoln Center Business District
Planned Regional Business District
Interstate Commercial District
Highway Business District
Highway Commercial District
General Commercial District
Industrial District
Industrial Park District
Employment Center District
Public Use District 

One Square Mile
Sec. 13 T10N R6E
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